HOW STRONG  IS  BRITAIN ?
These are questions which are of decisive importance
for the Empire in its present stage of development.
It was not by accident that the Imperial Conference of
1937 chose this problem of foreign policy and the
related problem of Empire defence as the chief subjects
of its deliberations. Very cautious progress was made
at the conference, and there was no attempt to formu-
late any general foreign policy for the Empire as such.
On the contrary, if anything the conference came to
the conclusion that, apart from the general lines of
policy, it would not be possible to formulate a foreign
policy for the Empire as a whole at all.
We have already indicated the most important of
these general lines of policy. The Empire is to develop
into a new League of Nations, and its foreign policy
must therefore be guided by the principles laid down
severally by the Statutes of the Geneva League of
Nations, the Kellogg Pact and similar post-war diplo-
matic instruments : the maintenance of peace, the
renunciation of all aggressive intentions, the peaceable
settlement of all international disputes by negotiation,
regional treaties instead of universal collective security,
disarmament, and a policy of agreement with all other
States, including also those whose form of government
is not democratic.
This aim of setting up a new league of nations
implies at once that the mistakes which ruined the
Geneva league must be avoided if possible within the
British Commonwealth of Nations. On the one hand
it may in the long run prove necessary to create a joint
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